
Ruth Nicholson’s 
ELSWICK

St James’ Heritage & Environment Group 
West End Local History Series 

A Heritage Guide 



1

Ruth Nicholson’s Elswick 
 

This heritage guide contains an illustrated walk trail around the area of 
Elswick south of today’s Elswick Road.   Follow in the footsteps of the 
Nicholson family to explore the story of an area which has continued to 
experience dramatic changes over the years. 
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Preface 
Preparing this heritage guide has been much more complicated than we 
initially envisaged, partly because the pandemic has meant that access to 
many of the usual sources was limited and partly because we discovered 
that some of the accepted wisdom about Elswick’s buildings was incorrect 
or confused.  As there is still much research to be done on this subject, this 
guide should be regarded as a work in progress.  Thanks are due to all those 
who helped us in our research, but any errors are ours alone.  We would 
welcome additional information or amendments.   
 
Images   
Courtesy of Rosemary Nicholson, West Newcastle Picture History Collection, 
Newcastle City Libraries, Ordnance Survey and www.old-maps.co.uk. 

 Introduction  
 
In August 2021, a heritage plaque was placed 
on the front wall of 32 Kenilworth Road, 
commemorating the life of Ruth Nicholson 
who was born and brought up in Elswick.  
Who was she and why did she merit a plaque?   
 
Ruth Nicholson was a pioneer in the field of 
women and medicine, described by the Royal College of Midwives as “one of 
the foremost medical women in the North of England”.  Early in her 
distinguished career, she served as a surgeon in a field hospital in France near 
the front line during the First World War, receiving the Croix de Guerre from 
the French Army.  Her achievements are more remarkable in the context of 
the times.  In 1884, when Ruth was born, women were still second-class 
citizens in many respects.  It was to take more than 40 years before women 
achieved the same voting rights as men.  Women were barred from many 
professions and faced major obstacles to entering or remaining in jobs such as 
teaching and the civil service.  During the time Ruth was growing up in Elswick, 
there had been some improvements in the situation for women, but they still 
faced significant barriers.  In 1876 a change in the law had allowed female 
doctors to be licenced, but even then most hospitals refused to train or 
employ them and, until the 1890s, the British Medical Association refused to 
accept them.  The prevailing view was that women’s delicate health could be 
damaged by exposure to blood and gore.  Ruth Nicholson was one of those 
women whose dedicated service during the First World War showed how far 
this was from the truth.          
 
This is also the story of Elswick where the family lived for many years.  During 
this time the area was undergoing a major transformation, becoming a 
densely built suburb of the city of Newcastle, as well as one of the foremost 
industrial areas in the country.  The walk trail in this book takes you around 
Ruth Nicholson’s Elswick, starting and ending at the commemorative plaque in 
Kenilworth Road.   
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Ruth Nicholson 

Ruth Nicholson was born 27th December 1884 in Park Road, Elswick.  Privately 
educated and encouraged by her family to follow a worthy career, she was 
inspired to study medicine when her father took her to an exhibition about 
medical missionary work.  In 1904 she registered as a student at the College of 
Medicine in Newcastle which was then part of Durham University.  This was 
very much a man’s world in those days, and Ruth was the only woman in her 
class.   

After graduating in 1909, she initially 
worked in the Newcastle Dispensary – 
a place now remembered mainly from 
the song Blaydon Races.  It was at this 
time that she lived for a short period 
in Kenilworth Road in Elswick, 
occupying two rooms in the house.  
Her family had already left the area 
and were living in London.       

Following her stint in the Dispensary, Ruth moved to Edinburgh, working for a 
time at a hospital for women and children where she was assistant to Dr Elsie 
Inglis, founder of the Scottish Women’s Hospitals.   

From Edinburgh, Ruth moved to a field hospital in Palestine, an experience 
which stood her in good stead in the following years.    

These photographs were taken by Ruth 
while working in Gaza.   
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When war broke out in 1914, Ruth was accepted by the War Office to serve as 
a field surgeon, and joined a voluntary medical unit.  Unfortunately she 
suffered the humiliation of being rejected just before her departure by the 
doctor in charge of the unit who refused to accept a female doctor.  This 
experience was not unique.  When her former colleague Elsie Inglis had 
offered her 100-bed hospital unit staffed by women to support the war effort, 
she was told by the War Office to “go home and sit still”.  However the French 
government was more welcoming.  Inglis was offered the unused building of 
the 13th century abbey of Royaumont, 30 kilometres from Paris, as the base 
for  the Scottish Women’s Hospital Unit.  Ruth Nicholson joined Royaumont as 
a surgeon and second-in-command, a role which she occupied from the 
opening of the hospital early in 1915 until it closed in 1919.   
 
The Royaumont hospital was entirely run by women, many of whom were 
unpaid volunteers.  Women served as surgeons, physicians, technicians, 
nurses, orderlies, ambulance drivers, administrators and mechanics.  The first 
job was to clean the building, which had been uninhabited for more than a 
decade, and set it up as a hospital, a task which they achieved with impressive 
speed.  With financial support from the Women’s Suffrage movement, it 
became the largest continuously operating voluntary hospital in France.  
Initially it had 100 beds, but it was later expanded to 600 at the request of the 
French military.   
 
The hospital was near the front line, and dealt with casualties from the major 
battles.  At peak times as many as 70 patients a day were admitted, often 
suffering from previously unseen types of wounds inflicted by the changing 
technology of warfare, such as machine gun fire, high explosive shells, 
shrapnel and gas.  Royaumont is credited with pioneering some innovative 
procedures using x-rays and open-air wound treatment which contributed to 
the development of medical science as well as undoubtedly saving many lives.    
 
Towards the end of the war, the intense fighting led to so many casualties that 
the three operating theatres were in action almost continuously, allowing 
little time for the surgeons to rest. Records show that in one twenty-four hour 
period as many as 80 operations were carried out.  In total the hospital 
treated 10,861 in-patients, most of whom were French soldiers, plus many 
more who were dealt with as out-patients.  The quality of its work was 
reflected in the fact that it had better survival rates than military hospitals.             

Ruth Nicholson was one of only two doctors to remain at Royaumont for the 
duration of the war.  By all accounts, she was a much-loved colleague and 
doctor, admired for her kindness and sense of fun as well as for her medical 
skills.  Her performances in the hospital pantomimes and concerts were 
legendary, and helped to create a happy atmosphere conducive to healing 
amidst the horrors inflicted by the war.     
 
Ruth was awarded the Croix de Guerre and the Medaille d’Honneur des 
Epidemies by the French in recognition of her service.  She is pictured below 
(back row, on the left) in December 1918 with other members of the 
Royaumont staff who received the Croix de Guerre 
 

 
After the war, Ruth had a distinguished career in medicine, working as a 
consultant and becoming a founding member and one of the first Fellows of 
the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists, and the first woman 
President of the North of England Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists.  
She retired to Devon in 1945 and died in 1963 at the age of 79.        
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The Nicholson family 

Ruth was the oldest of seven children born to the Reverend Ralph Nicholson 
and his wife Margaret, pictured below.  They were not a typical family of the 
time.  Ruth’s mother was a progressive thinker who encouraged her six 
daughters to gain an education and seek professional qualifications to enable 
them to pursue independent careers.   

Ralph Nicholson first arrived in Elswick in 1880 as the curate at St Stephen’s 
Church in Low Elswick.  In 1884 he was appointed curate-in-charge of St 
Mark’s, a mission church of Stephen’s, where he remained for about eight 
years until he became  vicar of St Stephen’s in 1892.   

The family moved to a new parish in London in 1901 after more than twenty 
years spent in Elswick, living in several different houses across the area.   
Ralph and Margaret returned to Newcastle a few years later when he took up 
the role of secretary of the Church Missionary Society.  This was followed by a 
period in charge of St Luke’s Church in Wallsend.   

Ralph’s last job was vicar 
at Newton, where this 
photograph was taken.    

The photograph below was taken in the back garden of St Stephen’s vicarage 
in Westmorland Road on the occasion of the wedding of Ralph’s brother 
William to Margaret’s sister Adamina in 1893.    
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Ruth had five sisters – Margaret, Nora, Alison, Grace and Winifred  - and a 
brother Robert who were all born in Elswick.  This photograph of the siblings 
as adults was taken at Newton. 

Standing: from left to right – Margaret, Robert, Nora 
Sitting: from left to right – Ruth, Winifred, Grace, Alison. 

Four sisters followed Ruth into health-related 
professions and the fifth, Nora, became a school 
teacher.   

Alison Nicholson, pictured here in nurse’s uniform, 
worked as an auxiliary nurse during the First World 
War, joining Ruth at the Scottish Women’s 
Hospital in France.   

Margaret Nicholson was one of the first 
physiotherapists at the Royal Victoria Infirmary in 
Newcastle.  In 1918 she became the first Principal 
of the newly established School of Massage there, 
as well as being in charge of the Department.   

Grace Nicholson became head 
almoner at the RVI.  This post was 
the precursor of the role of 
hospital social worker, and had 
the responsibility for patient 
welfare and also for the collection 
of funds to support the hospital’s 
running costs.  She served as 
secretary of the training 
committee for the Institute of 
Almoners, and was awarded an 
MBE on her retirement in 1956.    

Grace is pictured (centre) in the 
1960s outside Buckingham Palace 
after receiving an MBE.  Her sister 
Alison is on the left of the 
photograph and Nora on the right. 

Winifred Nicholson qualified as a doctor, and 
worked as a GP in Devon. 

During the First World War she worked for the 
Land Army.  This photograph shows her in Land 
Army uniform.   
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St Stephen’s Church  
 
The second half of the 19th century was a period of rapid and extensive house-
building in Elswick, and the population increased by more than 50,000 over 
the period.   A number of churches of different denominations were opened in 
order to serve the spiritual needs of the residents.  By the end of the century 
there were several Anglican churches south of Elswick Road.  St Stephen’s in 
Brunel Terrace opened in 1868, St Matthew’s in Summerhill Street in 1877, 
and St Aidan’s in Gluehouse Lane in 1896.  The Roman Catholic church of St 
Michael’s was opened in 1891 on Westmorland Road, and there were many 
nonconformist and other churches across the area.      
 

Ralph Nicholson was appointed curate of St Stephen’s in 1880.  The church 
had opened in 1868, and was in the charge of its first vicar, John Lintott.  
Ralph was to follow him in 1892, becoming the second vicar of St Stephen’s.  
The church had close connections with some of the key figures responsible for 
the industrial developments along the nearby riverside whose rapid expansion 
had fuelled the area’s population growth.  
 

Lintott had been appointed in 1866 
with the task of establishing a church 
in Low Elswick. He began to hold 
services in a specially built Mission 
Room in Tulloch Street.  This was paid 
for by loans and donations from a 
number of people including Mrs 
Richardson of the family of 
businessmen who lived at that time in 
Elswick and owned the huge 
leatherworks on the riverside east of 
Armstrong’s factory.  Services 
continued there until the new stone 
church was ready.  Afterwards the building was used as a Sunday School and 
meeting room until it was demolished in 1900 to make way for a new, larger 
church hall.  The new hall on Tulloch Street is pictured here in 1960, just prior 
to demolition.  It was built on the site of three adjacent houses as well as that 
of the former Mission Church.   

St Stephen’s Church opened in 1868 on Brunel Terrace on a steep site just 
north of Scotswood Road.  This placed it in the heart of the rapidly growing 
community of Low Elswick, and also near to the area’s burgeoning industries.   
 

The building was built of 
sandstone with a Welsh 
slate roof.  It initially 
comprised a nave, chancel, 
south aisle and small 
vestry.  Within a few 
decades it had been 
enhanced by substantial 
additions including a tall 
spire which dominated the 
local skyline.   
 

 
 
 
The interior, pictured here in 
1912, was equally impressive, 
decorated with fine wood 
carving, much of it by Ralph 
Hedley.                
 
 
 

 
 
 
St Stephen’s Church cost £5,700 to build, plus the cost 
of the site.  This was a large sum in those days, but 
raising the funds appears to have been relatively easy.  
Among the large donations was the sum of £500 from 
Armstrong’s company.  William Armstrong himself 
(pictured left) laid the foundation stone of the new 
church, and gave the original organ.   
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George Cruddas, one of the partners in Armstrong’s engineering and 
armaments works, was another important financial contributor to the 
building.  Over the following years, the Cruddas family paid for major 
additions to the building,  including a tower and spire added in 1878 and, 
later, a north aisle, a peal of bells, stained glass windows, a vestry, a new 
porch and walls and railings around the church.  The cost of building the new 
church hall in the 1900s was also met by a member of the Cruddas family.  
This family lived nearby and maintained a close relationship with St Stephen’s 
for many years until they left the area.  As well as providing continuing 
financial support for the repair and upkeep of the building, members of the 
family held important positions such as churchwarden.   

A substantial vicarage was 
built on Westmorland 
Road, to the north of the 
church.  This provided a 
comfortable home for a 
large family with servants, 
such the Nicholsons who 
occupied it from 1892 until 
they moved to London in 
1901.     

This family snapshot 
shows the Nicholsons’ 
drawing room.  

At its peak St Stephen’s seated 1,000 people.  However, the population 
continued to rise, and St Stephen’s looked for ways of reaching more of its 
parishioners.  Services were held inside Armstrong’s works in the early 
mornings, although it is not clear whether attendance at these was voluntary 
or not.  Mission Churches were set up to meet the needs of people across the 
parish.  A large building in Brunel Street, previously owned by the Primitive 
Methodists, had been acquired in 1870 and since extended.  This was used for 
services and Sunday Schools.  For several years it was also used as a Day 
School.  This was not an unusual arrangement in those days when education 
was largely provided by churches and voluntary organisations.   

In 1884 a second Mission Church was set up, which became St Mark’s Mission 
Church in Rye Hill, at the eastern end of the parish.  Ralph Nicholson was 
appointed curate-in-charge.  This was part of a wider programme across the 
Diocese to meet the needs of the areas to the west and east of Newcastle 
which had experienced a great increase of population linked to the 
development of industries.  The plan was to build 12 new churches and 
provide 14 mission rooms, with a clergyman appointed to each.  St Mark’s was 
to take responsibility for 5,000 members of St Stephen’s congregation.   

The new district of St Mark’s was carved out of the parish of St Stephen’s and 
adjoining parishes.  In 1884 Ralph Nicholson became the incumbent of St 
Mark’s.  His post of curate-in-charge was funded by the Bishop’s Fund.  He 
was presented with a purse of gold by the congregation of St Stephen’s.  The 
task facing Ralph Nicholson was to acquire the land and get the church built, 
while continuing to serve as priest to his congregation at the Brunel Street 
premises.  The solution reached was to erect an Iron Church.  This was 
common during this period as a means of providing temporary 
accommodation for worship until a permanent building could be provided.  
Iron Churches came in a kit form for assembly on site, and were often passed 
from one church to another as needed.  St Mark’s was erected in June 1886 
on the east side of Rye Hill near the bottom of the road, on a site which is now 
under the buildings of Newcastle College.  The land for the new church was 
leased from WD Cruddas for a nominal rent, and the total cost of £890 was 
provided from local donors and fundraising activities.  The church 
accommodated 400 worshippers at a time, and was soon attracting regular 
attendances of about 800 people a week across its services.   



14 15

It appears that the permanent church intended to replace the Iron Church was 
never built.  By 1890 it had been decided that St Mary’s Church, which was 
located further up Rye Hill at its junction with Westmorland Road, would 
become a parish church.  This had previously been a chapel linked with the 
Hospital of St Mary the Virgin.  This change meant that St Mark’s would no 
longer be in St Stephen’s parish.  In 1894  St Mary’s became a parish church 
and thereafter St Mark’s was used as St Mary’s Parish Hall.  By this time Ralph 
Nicholson had moved on to become vicar of St Stephen’s.  The parish hall was 
rebuilt in the 1920s, but by the end of the 1960s both it and St Mary’s Church 
itself had been demolished.  
 
By this time, the once grand St Stephen’s Church had fallen into disrepair.  The 
area was becoming poorer as the great industries along the riverside sank into 
slow decline, and the congregation struggled to maintain the large and ageing 
building.  The 1960s saw a massive programme of housing clearance sweep 
across the area, removing most of the existing homes – and with them most 
of the church’s congregation.  The vicarage and church hall were also victims 
of the clearances.  This photograph, taken in 1961-2, shows the church as 
almost the last building remaining in the middle of a wasteland of mud and 
dereliction.  To the right, the new tower blocks are beginning to take shape.   
 

 
 
St Stephen’s Church is pictured above in 1978, standing in the shadow of the 
Cruddas Park tower blocks on Park Road.  
 
Eventually the decision was taken to abandon the old church building and 
replace it with a smaller modern building a short distance away on Clumber 
Street.  The original church building closed for worship in 1984 and was 
demolished in 1987, but the impressive spire was saved.  It was restored and 
still stands today – a much loved feature of the local landscape.  It is Grade 2 
listed and is under the care of the Churches Conservation Trust.    
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Elswick 

At the beginning of the 19th century, Elswick was a small semi-rural township 
lying immediately to the west of the city of Newcastle and bordered on the 
south by the Tyne.  Most of the area was farmland.  At the centre of Elswick 
was a grand mansion set in extensive landscaped grounds occupied by the 
Hodgson family who were the major local landowners.  

Over the following decades three key events took place.  In 1835 Elswick 
became part of Newcastle.  The population of the city was expanding rapidly 
and there was a severe housing shortage.  In 1839 the Elswick Estate, 
comprising 800 acres of land, was sold to Richard Grainger, the developer and 
builder who had recently master-minded the transformation of Newcastle city 
centre.  Grainger planned to create a new town in Elswick including housing, 
factories and roads.  He ran into financial difficulties and the grand plan was 
shelved, but he had laid the basis for the wholesale development of the area.  
In 1847 William Armstrong and his partners bought land on the riverside to 
set up an engineering factory which soon became the world’s largest producer 
of armaments and a major employer.        

The transformation of Elswick was dramatic.  In 1841 the population was only 
1,789, but by the start of the 20th century it had risen to almost 60,000.  By 
this time, Elswick had become a suburb of Newcastle, its slopes filled with 
closely-packed terraced housing of varying quality.  The Nicholson family lived 
in Elswick during the two decades of fastest growth, with an increase of 
17,000 people in the 1880s alone.  They will have witnessed enormous 
changes as new houses and streets appeared,  green spaces disappeared, and 
thousands of new residents poured into the area.  The family experienced 
change directly in their own lives, living in several different homes and being 
involved in creating new places of worship for the growing population.  

By the last decades of the 19th century, Armstrong’s factory occupied a 
massive 50 acre site, cutting off the local community from access to the river.  
The company dominated employment locally with a workforce of more than 
11,000.  Many of those who worked at Armstrong’s or in the other industries 
that had grown up along the river banks lived in Elswick in the terraced streets 
above the riverside.  But Elswick was not just a working class area.   

This extract from the 1857 Ordnance Survey map shows Elswick south of 
today’s Elswick Road.  At this date, the area is still largely undeveloped, but 
some house-building is underway and Armstrong’s factory is now established 
on the riverside, soon to be joined by other significant industries.      

Some of the new housing was of higher quality, especially in the eastern part 
of the area adjacent to the then fashionable neighbourhood of Summerhill.  
This was targeted at Newcastle’s growing middle classes, including  
professionals, business people and administrative workers.   A number of fine 
mansions and large houses were also built during the 19th century for 
wealthier families.  Rather than the old landed families, their occupants were 
mainly members of the new class of business and industrial entrepreneurs 
involved in the economic expansion of Tyneside.   

By the mid-20th century, Elswick was on the cusp of another dramatic 
transformation.  The local industries were in terminal decline.  After 
Armstrong’s (now Vickers) closed in the 1970s, the riverside ceased to be an 
industrial area.  The wealthy families had left the area and their big houses 
were no longer private residences.  Most of the terraced housing was in a 
poor condition and was classified as slums.  In the 1960s a massive clearance 
programme swept through the whole area.  By 1970 Ruth Nicholson’s Elswick 
had almost completely disappeared.  Follow our walk trail to trace its history.  
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Ruth Nicholson’s Elswick Walk Trail 

This trail takes you on a walk around Elswick, visiting sites connected with the 
life and work of the Nicholson family.  The Nicholsons would scarcely 
recognise the area today as most of the streets and buildings they would have 
known have disappeared or been transformed dramatically.  They were no 
strangers to change, however, having lived in the area in a period of major 
development.   

Although at first sight there is little left to see of late 19th century Elswick, 
there are traces remaining if you know where to look.  Follow the trail to 
experience at first-hand this story of growth and change.  Whether you walk it 
or just read about it, you can follow the route on the 1898 map in the centre 
pages of the booklet.  The map shows this area of Elswick as it was in the 
Nicholsons’ time.        

About the Walk 

This walk starts and finishes at the location of the heritage plaque 
commemorating Ruth Nicholson.  This plaque is on the wall of Number 32 
Kenilworth Road.  The full walk takes about two hours, but you can do it as 
two separate circular walks if you prefer.  The route is on pavements 
throughout, and involves some uphill walking.    

Where to start 

The walk begins at Kenilworth Road.  This road runs parallel to Beech Grove 
Road which runs down the east side of Elswick Park, connecting Elswick Road 
to Westmorland Road.  To reach Kenilworth Road from Elswick Road, go down 
Beech Grove Road, then turn left into Bristol Terrace, and second right into 
Kenilworth Road.   

On the wall of 32 Kenilworth Road you will see a heritage plaque 
commemorating Ruth Nicholson who lived here for a time in the early 20th 
century.    

Kenilworth Road 

Kenilworth Road is one of the few remaining Victorian terraces in Elswick. 
During her earlier years, Ruth Nicholson had lived with her family in a number 
of other homes in Elswick, but this is the only one still standing today.    

Ruth lived at Number 32 for a short time after the rest of her family had left 
Elswick where her father had been an Anglican priest for many years.  She had 
qualified as a doctor and was working in the dispensary in Newcastle. The 
1911 census shows her, aged 26, living on her own in two rooms at 32 
Kenilworth Road.  The house had been occupied since 1891 or earlier by a 
commercial traveller called George Wheatley and his family.  After his death, 
his widow and daughter continued to live there, letting part of the house.       

The houses on Kenilworth Road were built in 1888.  Described by the 
Newcastle Daily Chronicle as “tasteful dwellings”, they were well built and, 
unlike many homes in Elswick at that time, enjoyed hot and cold water.  They 
were part of a housing development that also comprised Beech Grove Road, 
Warrington Road, and a row of 14 new houses on Westmorland Road.  They 
were built on part of the Beech Grove estate.  This was formerly the grounds 
of a large house called Beech Grove.  The land had initially been offered for 
sale in 1887 to extend Elswick Park but the City Council turned this down. 

Beech Grove’s first occupants were Edward Richardson, owner of the big 
leatherworks on the riverside south of here, and his family including the 
young John Wigham Richardson.  John was to become one of Tyneside’s most 
important shipbuilders.  His Walker shipyard was one of the first in the world 
to build ships from steel.  
You will come across the 
Richardson family again 
later on your walk.   
The house, pictured here, 
survived for a few years 
after the new housing 
development.  It was 
probably demolished in the 
1890s.  Its last resident was 
George Angus. another 
leather manufacturer.   



 
Extract from  1898 Ordnance Survey map: ©Ordnance Survey and www.old-maps.co.uk 
Note: Elswick Lane is now called Elswick Road; Armstrong’s shipyard opened in 1880s to build warships; grounds of Elswick Hall became public park in 1881. 
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Start walking 

Walk down the road and across a grassed area to reach Westmorland Road. 
You will see facing you the Cruddas Park Shopping Centre and Flats.   

Turn right and walk west along Westmorland Road.  As you reach the junction 
with Beech Grove Road, you might like to remember the Savoy Cinema which 
used to occupy this grassy site.   

The Savoy Cinema stood 
on the corner of 
Westmorland Road and 
Beech Grove Road.  This 
photograph was taken in 
1968, shortly after it 
closed.  It opened in 
1932, taking over a 
building dating from 
1896 which had 
previously been a church. 

Cross Beech Grove Road to reach the boundary wall of Elswick Park.  The 
entrance to the park is just beyond the pedestrian crossing.  Enter the park 
and follow the path signposted to the swimming pool, pausing to appreciate 
the significance of this site in the history of Elswick.   

Elswick’s story begins here.  The swimming pool stands on the site of Elswick 
Hall, a grand house standing in its own landscaped grounds.  Prior to the 19th 
century, the Hall in its different 
incarnations was the dominant 
building on the Elswick Estate, 
owned by successive wealthy 
families whose interests were 
mainly in its agricultural and 
coalmining opportunities.  It is 
pictured here in 1910. 

Elswick Hall 

Elswick Hall, which stood where the pool is today, was built in 1810 on the site 
of an older house which had itself replaced an earlier mansion belonging to 
Tynemouth Priory.  The original village of Elswick was demolished to make 
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The Hall, together with the large Elswick Estate in which it stood, was sold to 
the builder and developer Richard Grainger in 1839, and became his family 
home.  Grainger had grand ambitions for the area, proclaiming that “Elswick 
Hall will one day be the centre of Newcastle”, but he soon got into financial 
difficulties and was forced to sell 
the estate and move out of the 
Hall.  

In 1881 the land became a public 
park.  This family snapshot shows 
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the park.      

The Hall was used for many years 
to display the work of a local 
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pleasant public park which has been redeveloped  several times.  This picture 
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Take the path on the right-hand side of the pool, and continue to walk up 
through the east side of the park until you reach an exit onto Elswick Road.  
Until the 1870s this was called Elswick Lane, and there were few buildings to 
see apart from some large houses set in ample grounds.  By the early 20th 
century, it had developed into a busy shopping street.    

Leaving the park, look left to see the impressive building which formerly 
housed Elswick Library, now the home of the West End Women and Girls 
project.  The library dates from 1895 and was known as the Stephenson 
Library after the local businessman and philanthropist William Haswell 
Stephenson who paid for its construction.  Stephenson lived just west of here 
in a mansion called Elswick House which was demolished in 1963.  Its site is 
now occupied by the Marie Curie Cancer Centre.   

As you continue further along Elswick Road you will see evidence of more 
grand houses once occupied by wealthy families who, like the Stephensons, 
lived in Elswick in the 19th century before the development of mass housing 
across the area made it a less attractive location for the rich and powerful. 

Elswick House 

Elswick House (previously called Elswick West Villa) was the home of William 
Haswell Stephenson and his family from the 1870s.  After they left, the house 
became a children’s home and later a girls’ school.      

Walk eastward along Elswick Road, crossing Beech Grove Road.  On your right, 
as you walk along, you pass the site of Beech Grove, the grand house which 
was for a period home to a branch of the Richardson family.    

On your right you will pass two short cobbled streets leading down to 
Kenilworth and Warrington Roads.  After these, look out for another short 
street called Park Close (the street name is quite high up).  This used to be the 
top part of Park Road.  On the opposite corner are multi-coloured boundary 
railings.  You have arrived at the site of several more of Elswick’s big houses.  
Two of these buildings survive today, but  they are no longer private 
residences for wealthy families.   

Turn right just before the railings and then left into the access road to a Grade 
2 listed building that was formerly Elswick Lodge.  The original name can be 
seen faintly on the wall on your right as you approach the house, but the sign 
on the entrance shows that it is now called Hawthorn House.  This name 
recalls its original occupant, the famous railway engineer and steam engine 
pioneer, Robert Hawthorn.    

Stephenson, pictured here in his civic 
regalia, was a wealthy businessman, and 
a leading local politician, serving as 
mayor of Newcastle seven times.  He was 
known as a generous philanthropist, 
contributing to the building of three 
libraries and several churches in 
Newcastle.   

The Nicholson family was connected by 
marriage to the Stephensons.  Ralph 
Nicholson’s sister Annie married William 
Haswell Stephenson’s brother  Charles.  
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Elswick Lodge 

Robert Hawthorn  
opened an engine 
works at Forth Banks 
in 1817 in 
partnership with his 
brother William. 
This photograph 
taken inside the 
works shows 
locomotives under 
construction.  
Soon after Robert’s death in 1867, the family firm was sold to a group of local 
businessmen, including Robert’s nephew William Jnr and Benjamin Chapman 
Browne, both of whom resided nearby in the mid-19th century.  The company 
continued to flourish, opening a second works in the east end of Newcastle to 
build marine engines.  In 1886 the company merged with a local shipbuilder to 
become Hawthorn Leslie.   

Elswick Lodge was designed by John Dobson and built in the 1840s for Robert 
Hawthorn who lived here until his death.  In 1881 the brothers David and 
James Richardson bought the house and land, which they rented to a 
succession of tenants, including up-and-coming businessman J.F.Weidner.   

After leaving Elswick Lodge, return to Elswick Road and turn right.  You will 
come to Ashfield Nursery and Parents Centre, a Grade 2 listed building 
formerly known as Ashfield House.   This and the neighbouring Elswick Lodge 
are the only buildings remaining of a cluster of big houses that stood here.    

Immediately to the east of the nursery there used to be another mansion 
called The Gables.  This site has been vacant for many years, but recently 
there have been signs of activity here.  Just to the south of Ashfield House and 
The Gables were two more big houses – Ashfield South and Ashfield North - 
built in the style of villas.  The most interesting feature of these houses is not 
their architecture but their various residents, among whom were some of the 
most influential movers and shakers in the development not only of Elswick 
but of wider Tyneside.  

This extract from Reid’s Plan of Newcastle shows the location of four of these 
big houses in 1892.   
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Ashfield House 

Dating from 
around the 1830s, 
Ashfield House 
was a grand 
residence, once 
described as 
“containing every 
Convenience for a 
Gentleman’s 
family”.   
It had nine bedrooms and there was a stable and coach house, an extensive 
garden with a “vinery”, and two cottages on site.  This undated photograph is 
believed to be a view of Ashfield House from the south.   

Ashfield House had a succession of owners over the years, including two 
different members of the Richardson family.  For a period it was owned by  
Robert Hawthorn and occupied by his nephew William Hawthorn Jnr.  
William’s father William Snr, Robert’s brother and business partner, lived at 
this time further west in Benwell Cottage, which sounds modest but was 
actually a large house set in wooded and landscaped grounds.    

During the following years, Ashfield House was occupied by a succession of 
tenants, some of whom used it for work purposes as well as a residence. A Dr 
Angus, who had previously lived next door at North Ashfield, converted a hen-
house into a surgery and a hayloft into a waiting room for his patients.  For a 
few years Ashfield housed a school for girls, and later a boarding house.  In the 
early 20th century it became a family home for the last time, rented by the 
then owner David Richardson to his two sisters.     

By the 1930s Ashfield House had become a  day nursery - a role which it has 
maintained ever since.  In 1942 it had the distinction of becoming the first 
war-time nursery in Newcastle for children whose mothers were engaged full-
time in war work.  The actress Dame Sybil Thorndike opened the nursery, 
saying that “she was in at the beginning of what was destined to be a great 
movement in peace time as well as war.”      

The Gables 

The Gables was probably built in the mid-1870s.  It was 
the family home of David Richardson (pictured here), 
the sixth of 12 children born to John and  Sarah 
Richardson of Summerhill Grove.  David and his family 
had previously lived in Rye Hill, then a fashionable 
area.   

This advert dates from 1910.  
The Richardson family lived 
in large and well-appointed 
houses, at a safe distance 
from the unpleasant smells 
and discharges from their 
large factory on the 
riverside. 

After David died in 1913, his wife Catherine continued to live at The Gables 
until her death.  In 1919 the house was rented to a group of doctors who 
founded the Gables Maternity Home there, and in 1921 they bought the 
freehold from the Richardson family.  The Gables flourished as an 
independent organisation, providing much-needed maternity care, but it 
faced increasing financial difficulties after the formation of the National 
Health Service and was forced 
to close in 1950.  The building 
was taken over by the 
Salvation Army who renamed 
it Hopedene.  It operated as a 
maternity home for single 
women until 1974.  After that 
it was a hostel until that too 
closed  in 1994.  The building 
was demolished in 1996 and 
only the stone boundary wall 
remains.  
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North Ashfield 

North Ashfield, usually described as a Villa, was probably built around 1860 on 
a plot of land behind Ashfield House and the Gables.  Although not quite as 
grand as these houses, it did have five bedrooms, three reception rooms, a 
stable and a coach house among other facilities.  The grounds were big 
enough to accommodate a tennis court.    

For several years North Ashfield was the family 
home of Benjamin Chapman Browne (pictured 
here).  Browne, as was noted earlier, was 
connected with the company of R & W Hawthorn.  
He became a leading businessman on Tyneside, 
with interests in electric lighting and urban 
development, as well as his role as a senior partner 
and chairman of the shipbuilders Hawthorn Leslie.  
Like many of his contemporaries, Browne was 
active in local politics.  He was also influential 
beyond Tyneside, notably in playing an 
instrumental role in the formation of the Engineering Employers’ Federation.  

Browne’s marriage to Annie Atkinson in 1861 contributed to his success, as he 
acquired as a father-in-law the coal owner Robert Thomas Atkinson of High 
Cross House in Benwell.  Atkinson was the nephew and heir of John Buddle, 
the world-famous mining engineer and the owner of Benwell Colliery.  On 
Atkinson’s death, Browne became joint trustee of the Buddle Atkinson Estate, 
together with William Armstrong, owner of the engineering and armaments 
factory on the riverside at Elswick.  The estate’s extensive interests included a 
large tract of land to the west of Elswick which was rapidly increasing in value 
because of the demand for housing.      

By 1877 the Brownes had left North Ashfield.  They were replaced in turn by a 
shipowner, a doctor and a merchant.  The last resident to occupy it as a 
private home was Henry Westmacott, son of one of Armstrong’s directors.  In 
1947 the house was purchased by the Gables to provide additional 
accommodation for the maternity home, but it had to be sold only a couple of 
years later in an attempt to rescue the Gables’ precarious financial position.  
The property was sold to the Salvation Army in 1950 along with the Gables, 
and it was probably also demolished in the 1990s.       

South Ashfield 

South Ashfield Villa was built in the mid-19th century on a site behind Ashfield 
House.  It must have been a big and impressive building.  Its interior features 
included a ballroom, and it occupied a large site with a garden.    

Once again the Richardsons feature in the story.  It is not known whether the 
family built or owned the villa, but the first resident was apparently Edward 
Richardson who rented it from 1860.  The Richardson family had been 
involved in leather manufacturing for several generations, but it was Edward 
who, in partnership with his brother John, opened a state-of-the-art 
leatherworks in 1863 on a site at Low Elswick just east of Armstrong’s.   

Edward, with his wife Jane, seven children and three servants, moved from 
Summerhill Grove to the newly built Beech Grove in 1852.  This was a mansion 
with 16 acres of land which lay a short distance east of Ashfield House.  Only a 
few years later, financial difficulties forced Edward to sell Beech Grove.  The 
family moved to South Ashfield Villa where they were sufficiently well off to 
have four servants.  Edward died soon afterwards, leaving his two eldest sons 
enough money to set them up in business.  For Edward Jnr he purchased a half 
share in Blaydon Chemical Company from his neighbour Robert Hawthorn, 
and John Wigham was given the capital to start his shipbuilding company.  

After Edward’s death his widow continued to live at South Ashfield with her 
children.  Later, Edward’s nephew James, who had taken over from his father 
John as partner in the leatherworks, occupied the house until he died in 1890, 
after which his widow lived there until her death just before the First World 
War.   

During the war South Ashfield was used as offices for war purposes, and it 
appears that it never again served as a private residence.  By 1928 it had 
become the base for Newcastle Diocesan Preventive and Rescue Association, 
and by 1936 it had housed a church mission for the deaf and dumb which 
continued to operate at this address until the 1980s.  It was at one time 
known as St Mark’s Church, but there was no connection with the St Mark’s 
Mission Church established by Ralph Nicholson.  The building was put up for 
sale in 1985 and, despite having been extensively renovated, various plans to 
reopen it as a hostel or a care home failed, and it was eventually demolished.  
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Continue along Elswick Road.  The next street on your right, adjacent to the 
boundary wall, is the remaining section of Gloucester Terrace.     

Keep walking until you reach a fire station.  Just beyond here is a set of traffic 
lights at a road junction.  The road going off to the right is Rye Hill, although 
there is no street sign.  This road was originally known as Elswick Villas.   
The photograph below shows the east side of Rye Hill, viewed uphill from 
Westmorland Road in about 1950.  It was a wide street lined with substantial 
houses, home to professionals, businessmen and other middle-class families.  

Walk down Rye Hill until you reach Westmorland Road again.  Cross the road 
here, and look to the south.  Before the redevelopment programme of the 
1960s removed thousands of homes from this area, Rye Hill continued south 
beyond here to join Scotswood Road.  Today this area is the site of Newcastle 
College. 

In the early 20th century, this lower section of Rye Hill contained a number of 
significant buildings serving the fast-growing community of Low Elswick, 
including several religious institutions.  One of these was St Mark’s Mission 
Church where Ruth Nicholson’s father Ralph was curate-in-charge between 
1884-1892.   

This  photograph shows the lower part of Rye Hill between Westmorland Road 
and Scotswood Road.  St Mark’s Mission Church was near the bottom of the 
road on the east side.  The building later became the parish hall for St Mary’s 
Church, Rye Hill.     

As you stand looking downhill from the junction with Westmorland Road, you 
can see that this area is now occupied by Newcastle College.  There are still 
some interesting remains of earlier times.  You will see on your left the 
Grade 2 listed Rye Hill House, now part of the college.  An imposing three-
storey building dating from about 1840, it later became an Ear, Nose and 
Throat Hospital.   

To your right, opposite Rye Hill House, is another old building within the 
college site - the St Mary the Virgin Almshouses.  These were built in 1858 on 
land belonging to the medieval Virgin Mary Hospital, and are still in use today 
as sheltered housing.  You can get a closer look at the building by walking 
down past a set of black and gold railings, then turning right up a narrow road 
just opposite Mandela House.  Retracing your steps to Westmorland Road, 
you will pass, on the corner, the site of the chapel originally attached to the 
almshouses.  This became St Mary’s Parish Church in 1895.  It was demolished 
in the 1960s to make way for the expansion of the college.   
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St Mary’s Church 

This photograph of St 
Mary’s Church was 
taken a few years prior 
to demolition.   
The old houses on Rye 
Hill, on the right of the 
picture, are still 
standing. 

In the background, the 
recently built Todds 
Nook flats, just north of 
Westgate Road,   
offer a vision of the 
future.      

Leaving Rye Hill, walk west along Westmorland Road.  Note the boundary wall 
on your left, just beyond where St Mary’s Church stood.  This used to be the 
site of the Royal Grammar School, and later Rutherford High School before it 
moved to the West Road.    

Just beyond here, you pass Maple Terrace on your left.  Here you have the 
option of a brief diversion from the trail route to see another significant 
building remaining from the 19th century.  Maple Terrace Masonic Hall, near 
the bottom of this street, is Northumberland’s oldest purpose-built Masonic 
Hall.  The building dates from 1870, and is still in use today.   

Leaving Maple Terrace, continue west along Westmorland Road until you 
reach Park Road on your left.   

Westmorland Road 

The Nicholsons lived in three different homes on Westmorland Road at 
different times, all on the south side of the street.  You have to use your 
imagination, as none of these houses remain today.   

Number 41 , which was at the end of the street nearest the town, was the 
family home from the late 1880s until 1892 when Ralph became vicar of St 
Stephen’s and the family moved to the vicarage.  It is difficult to pinpoint the  
location of this house, because the street names and house numbers changed 
several times as housing development progressed.   

The Nicholsons’ home may 
have been in the area 
depicted in this photograph of 
Westmorland Road with the 
Villa Victoria on the left.   

This picture was taken in 1957 
shortly before the houses 
were demolished. 

Further west was Number 79 where Ralph Nicholson lodged for a period from 
1880 when he first became curate at St Stephen’s, prior to his marriage.   

St Stephen’s vicarage, 
where Ruth lived with 
her family for most of 
her childhood, was at 
Number 91 in the 
middle of a row of 
shops between 
Warden Street and 
Nesham Street, where  
Cruddas Park shopping 
centre stands today.   
On the opposite side of the road, you can see a short row of Victorian houses. 
Numbers 218  to 222 are the only houses remaining from this period. 
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Keep your eyes open for Park Road on your left, just before Cruddas Park 
shopping centre.  Pause here at the top of the road. 

 Ruth Nicholson was born here in 1884 at Number 67.  Today nothing remains 
of the original houses on Park Road.  On the west side, where the Nicholsons 
lived, is the shopping centre and below it the tower blocks, built in the 1960s.  
On the east side is a new housing estate built during the same period 
following the mass demolition of the old terraced houses.  Park Road used to 
run in a straight line down the slope, rather than curving as it does today.  It 
continued up to Elswick Road, but the upper part disappeared in the 
redevelopment of this area.  There is a reminder of this lost street in a 
truncated section of road called Park Place, which you passed earlier as you 
walked along Elswick Road.   

The photograph above was taken in 1960 when Park Road was being cleared.  
It looks up Park Road from Scotswood Road.  You can see that this was a wide 
road with substantial buildings such as churches as well as houses.  These 
homes would have been of a higher quality and more generous size than 
those in the narrow terraces surrounding them which were mainly Tyneside 
flats.  The house occupied by the Nicholsons had dining and breakfast rooms, 
a drawing room with three windows, two bedrooms and two attic rooms.   

Time for a break? 
At this point you are almost back at Kenilworth Road on the opposite side of 
Westmorland Road.  This is your opportunity to end your walk here and return 
later to do the second part of the trail which takes you around Low Elswick, 
home of the area’s globally important industries and the magnificent church 
of St Stephen’s whose second vicar was Ralph Nicholson.   

Continue on your way 

As you continue to walk west along Westmorland Road from the shopping 
centre, there is little evidence of the area’s 19th century history until you come 
to St Michael’s RC Church.  This Grade 2 listed building opened in 1891.  Until 
the mass clearance programmes of the 1960s, this area to the south of 
Westmorland Road was filled with rows of  terraced housing stretching down 
to Scotswood Road.  The photograph below was taken from the rear of St 
Stephen’s vicarage on Westmorland Road.  It shows the view to the south 
west, with the new Cruddas Park flats under construction amid the demolition 
of the old terraces.   
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Just beyond St Michael’s Church turn left into Brunel Terrace, formerly a 
residential street of terraced housing dating from the 19th century.  Walk 
down to the bottom of the street where you will see the spire of St Stephen’s 
on your left.  This is all that remains today of this grand church where Ruth 
Nicholson’s father Ralph was vicar from 1892 to 1901.   

St Stephen’s Church is pictured here in 
1960.  The rest of the building was 
demolished in 1987, after St Stephen’s 
moved into a smaller, modern building 
nearby.   

The spire was saved and is now a listed 
building.  It contains several interesting 
plaques and memorials rescued from the 
church.  It is possible to arrange to view 
the interior of the spire by contacting the 
Churches Conservation Trust. 

These photographs taken from the spire in the early 1960s illustrate the 
density of the old housing surrounding St Stephen’s and the scale of the 
clearance programme that followed.  

Leaving the spire, walk down onto Scotswood Road. 

Now a soulless dual carriageway, this street was at the heart of the 
community with shops and pubs all the way along the north side.  The  
photograph above shows Scotswood Road at the junction with Park Road as it 
looked in 1956.   

On the south side was the vast site of Armstrong’s factory, later known as 
Vickers, once the biggest local employer.  It is pictured below in 1910 from 
across the river, with the spire of St Stephen’s Church just visible in the 
background.  The Elswick site eventually extended from just south of the 
present-day Cruddas Park flats as far west as South Benwell.  After the works 
closed in the 1970s, the site was completely cleared and a new business park 
built there.  To the east were other industries which have also disappeared.    
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Walk a short distance west along Scotswood Road until you reach traffic lights 
where you turn right up Sanderson Street into the Noble Street Industrial 
Estate.  Follow the road around to the left past the car dealers, looking out for 
the narrow steps on the right, just before the start of some grey railings.  The 
steps are often partially concealed by bushes.  Climb up these steps into 
Georges Road, which is blocked off at the bottom.  Unhelpfully the sign saying 
Georges Road is on the reverse side of the low brick wall next  to the steps so 
that you cannot see it when approaching from this direction.      

On your left, behind the fence, is the former site of Low Elswick Pit, one of 
several pits in the area.  On the riverside below here were coal staithes from 
which coal was exported downriver.  Little visible trace remains today of 
coalmining or any of Elswick’s other important industries.      

Walk up the road past a low stone wall on your right.  These give way to tall 
green railings which mark the boundary of Elswick Dene.  A sign on the 
entrance gate tells you it is now called “Virginia House”.  If you look inside the 
gates you can see the actual dene, with the stream running through it towards 
the Tyne.  Beyond it you can see the house itself, which is no longer a family 
home.  Built about 1850 to a design by John Dobson, it was home to the 
Cruddas family.  They played an important role in the development of Elswick 
and, in particular, in the story of St Stephen’s Church.   

A church 
garden party 
held at 
Elswick Dene, 
1920s  

Leaving Elswick Dene, walk up the street and cross the patch of grass at the 
top.  Ahead of you is a site formerly occupied by streets of  terraced housing 
built in the 19th century.  These were demolished postwar and replaced by the 
Loadman Street council estate, named after one of the old streets.  The estate 
was itself demolished only a few decades later and the site remained empty 
for many years, awaiting new developments.  Recently extensive site 
preparations have taken place, but by the beginning of 2022 there was as yet 
no sign of further building work.   

From here you should be able to catch a glimpse of St Joseph’s Home behind a 
high stone wall on the opposite side of Westmorland Road.  Pictured below in 
1910, the building has been occupied since the 1860s by a religious order, the 
Little Sisters of the Poor, who still operate a nursing and residential home here 
today.        

At the top of the grassed area, turn right into Wolsingham Street.  You can see 
that new building work has taken place recently on the south side of the 
street.  At the end of Wolsingham Street, turn left onto Brunel Terrace and 
walk back up to Westmorland Road.  Cross the road and turn right to reach 
the grassed area that leads back to Kenilworth Road.   

End of walk 

Walk a short distance west along Scotswood Road until you reach traffic lights 
where you turn right up Sanderson Street into the Noble Street Industrial 
Estate.  Follow the road around to the left past the car dealers, looking out for 
the narrow steps on the right, just before the start of some grey railings.  The 
steps are often partially concealed by bushes.  Climb up these steps into 
Georges Road, which is blocked off at the bottom.  Unhelpfully the sign saying 
Georges Road is on the reverse side of the low brick wall next  to the steps so 
that you cannot see it when approaching from this direction.      

On your left, behind the fence, is the former site of Low Elswick Pit, one of 
several pits in the area.  On the riverside below here were coal staithes from 
which coal was exported downriver.  Little visible trace remains today of 
coalmining or any of Elswick’s other important industries.      

Walk up the road past a low stone wall on your right.  These give way to tall 
green railings which mark the boundary of Elswick Dene.  A sign on the 
entrance gate tells you it is now called “Virginia House”.  If you look inside the 
gates you can see the actual dene, with the stream running through it towards 
the Tyne.  Beyond it you can see the house itself, which is no longer a family 
home.  Built about 1850 to a design by John Dobson, it was home to the 
Cruddas family.  They played an important role in the development of Elswick 
and, in particular, in the story of St Stephen’s Church.   

A church 
garden party 
held at 
Elswick Dene, 
1920s  

Leaving Elswick Dene, walk up the street and cross the patch of grass at the 
top.  Ahead of you is a site formerly occupied by streets of  terraced housing 
built in the 19th century.  These were demolished postwar and replaced by the 
Loadman Street council estate, named after one of the old streets.  The estate 
was itself demolished only a few decades later and the site remained empty 
for many years, awaiting new developments.  Recently extensive site 
preparations have taken place, but by the beginning of 2022 there was as yet 
no sign of further building work.   

From here you should be able to catch a glimpse of St Joseph’s Home behind a 
high stone wall on the opposite side of Westmorland Road.  Pictured below in 
1910, the building has been occupied since the 1860s by a religious order, the 
Little Sisters of the Poor, who still operate a nursing and residential home here 
today.        

At the top of the grassed area, turn right into Wolsingham Street.  You can see 
that new building work has taken place recently on the south side of the 
street.  At the end of Wolsingham Street, turn left onto Brunel Terrace and 
walk back up to Westmorland Road.  Cross the road and turn right to reach 
the grassed area that leads back to Kenilworth Road.   

End of walk 
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Ruth Nicholson’s Elswick 
  

This heritage guide tells the story of a woman, a family and a community. 

Ruth Nicholson was born in Elswick in 1884, the eldest daughter of the 
vicar of St Stephen’s Church.  She became a pioneer in the field of women 
and medicine, and has been described as one of the foremost medical 
women in the North of England.  Her role as a surgeon working near 
the frontline during the First World War earned her several prestigious 
awards.   

The Nicholson family lived in Elswick for the last two decades of the 19th 
century.  During this period the area underwent a major transformation, 
becoming a densely built suburb of the city of Newcastle, as well as one 
of the foremost industrial areas in the country.  The guide includes an 
illustrated walk trail through present day Elswick.  Follow in the footsteps 
of the Nicholson family and explore the story of an area which has 
continued to experience dramatic changes over the years.   

St James’ Heritage & Environment Group 

St James’ Heritage & Environment Group is an independent volunteer-run 
organisation and registered charity providing activities and resources for people  
of all ages to explore and celebrate the history of the west end of Newcastle.   

Email: stjamesbenwell@gmail.com      
Website: https://stjamesheritage.com 
Write: St James’ Heritage & Environment Group, c/o Sunnybank Centre,  
12/14 Sunnybank Avenue, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE15 6SD   
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