
St James’ Graveyard
A haven for wildlife and a valuable 

green space in this urban area.

The graveyard is open to visitors every Tuesday between 11am-4pm, 
during special events and at other times by arrangement. It is located 
at St James’ Church, Benwell, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE15 6RR



TREES Beech and holly are among the 

many different types of trees here.  
Evergreens such as holly and yew 
are typically planted in graveyards to 
symbolise eternal life.

ANIMALS The graveyard is home 

to various animals including 

hedgehogs, squirrels and bats.

BIRDS Many birds are to be seen or 
heard in the graveyard, including 
woodpeckers, wrens, pigeons as well as 
the blackbird and robin pictured here.

WILDFLOWERS such as these Forget-
me-nots and Greater Celandine help 
to create a good habitat for birds and 
insects as well as adding colour and 
variety to the graveyard.

Nature in St James’ Graveyard



BIRDS Many birds are to be seen or 
heard in the graveyard, including 
woodpeckers, wrens, pigeons as well as 
the blackbird and robin pictured here.

INSECTS Among the insects to be found here are bees and butterflies such as this brown Speckled Wood. 

MINIBEASTS Ladybirds and 

snails are among the many types 

of smaller inhabitants of the 

graveyard. Others include slugs, 

centipedes, millipedes, ants, 

worms, woodlice and silverfish.  

LICHEN Different varieties of lichen 
are to be found in the graveyard.  
Some, like this Sunburst Lichen 
grow on trees. Others such as the 
Limestone Disc lichen prefer stone.  

FUNGI such as these Jelly Ear and 
Turkeytail bracket fungus thrive 
on wood and grass. A fungus is 
neither a plant nor an animal. It is 
properly known as a kingdom.   
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The graveyard is maintained by the volunteers of
 St James’ Heritage & Environment Group. 

Before the church and graveyard were opened in 1833 

this area was open fields.  The original small graveyard 

surrounding the church was later extended south to include 

the field where the people in this 19th century picture are 

sitting. The building seen in the background is the vicarage. 

In the 19th century the graveyard contained only a few 
small trees, as shown in this old postcard. Over time 
some of these trees grew taller and more were planted, 
giving us the variety of trees you can see today.

After the graveyard was closed for burials in the 1960s, it 
became overgrown and rubbish-strewn until only a few graves 
could be seen. In 2009 a group of volunteers began the long 
task of clearing the weeds and rubbish in order to tidy the 
graveyard and reveal the historic graves.  

This was the start of St James’ Heritage & Environment 
Group, a community organisation who continue to maintain 
the graveyard. The Group carried out new planting to 
brighten up the graveyard and to provide a welcoming 
environment for wildlife.

A new hedge of native species such as hawthorn was planted 

around the south and west boundaries of the graveyard.

The habitat was further improved by the 
addition of features such as bat and bird 
boxes, insect houses and a butterfly garden.   

The Story of St James’ Graveyard


