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All events and activities are free of charge unless otherwise stated

Explore and celebrate 
the history of West Newcastle

Guided tours, talks, exhibitions and films

at St James’ church, Benwell
West End Library



Events at St James’ Church
Tuesday 4th September 2pm
Remembering Adelaide Terrace
Guided tour along Benwell’s main shopping 
street Adelaide Terrace. Indoor slide show in 
case of bad weather.

Friday 14th September 10.30am
Benwell and Scotswood in the early 20th 
century
Illustrated talk by Mike Greatbatch. This is 
our annual Heritage Open Days talk, with 
coffee and scones at 10.30 followed by the 
talk at 11 o’clock. 

Thursday 27th September 11.30am
Riverside Voices
A film about the history of industry along 
the West Newcastle riverside featuring 
interviews with local people who worked and 
lived there, and film and photographs of the 
area past and present.   

Tuesday 2nd October 2pm
Condercum: from the Romans to the bankers
Illustrated talk about the history of the 
Condercum area. Join us for a virtual tour 
around the sites of Roman and Victorian 
Benwell. 

Thursday 11th October 11.30am
Once upon a time in the west
A selection of archive films about life and 
work in the west end in the past.

Tuesday 16th October
St James’ People
Guided tour of the historic graveyard.

Tuesday 6th November 2pm
In sickness and in health
Illustrated talk by Olive Taylor about the 
development of health services in Newcastle.

Tuesday 4th December 2pm
Winter Event
Join us for a festival of crafts, history, film and 
other activities, fuelled by mince pies and
mulled wine.  

WINTER EVENT
Tuesday 4th December 2pm

Join us for our annual seasonal celebration.  
Craft activities – make Christmas decorations with woolly pompoms and plants.    

Local history activities  - films and quizzes.

Mince pies and mulled wine. 

Free to members: £2 donation requested from non-members.



at the junction of Benwell Lane, Atkinson Road,
Adelaide Terrace and Condercum Road, NE15 6RR

The church is open to visitors
Tuesdays between 12 noon to 2pm, and during special events
Thursdays between 9.30 - 11.15am.
Other times by arrangement.

View our exhibition
The exhibition currently on display at St James’ is “Benwell and Scotswood in the time of 
the First World War”

The graveyard is open to visitors 
Tuesdays between 11am - 4pm. 

St James' Church

Friday 14th and Saturday 15th  September 10am – 4pm

St James’ Church was designed by the renowned architect John Dobson. Special 
features include a unique wooden ceiling, stained glass windows by William Wailes, an 
engraving by Eric Gill and carvings by Ralph Hedley. Many notable people are buried 
in the graveyard, including the developer Richard Grainger, glass manufacturer John 
Sowerby, scientist and businessman William Cookson and mining engineer John Buddle.  

The church will be open to visitors for 
two days as part of Heritage Open Days, 
with exhibitions, film showings, local 
history publications, heritage guides 
and special events:

Friday 10.30am: “Benwell and 
Scotwood in the early 20th century”  
illustrated talk by Mike Greatbatch 
(coffee and scones served at 10.30, talk 
starts at 11).

Saturday 11.00am: Guided tour of the historic Dobson-designed church.
Saturday 2.00pm: “Riverside Voices: War and Peace on the Tyne” – film showing.    

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS

Visit St James’ Church



Events at West End Library

Monday 17th September 1pm
Martin Luther King in Newcastle
Brian Ward will give an illustrated talk about the visit of Martin Luther King to Newcastle 
in 1967, just a few months before his death. He will talk about the significance of the visit 
for the struggle for civil rights in America and the local context of the centuries of struggle 
against slavery and for racial equality on Tyneside. 

Monday 15th October 1pm
Remembering St Stephen’s Church and Elswick
St Stephen’s Church was opened in the 1860s when the population of Elswick was growing 
rapidly. Just over a hundred years later, after a major programme of housing clearance had 
swept away most of Elswick’s old streets, the church itself was demolished – all but the spire 
which still stands as key local landmark today. Join us for a slide show of photographs of St 
Stephen’s Church and the surrounding area of Elswick during the period of mass housing 
clearance and rebuilding. Bring your own memories and photographs of St Stephen’s Church 
to share.  

Monday 19th November 1pm
The shopping spree
Pat Lowery will give an illustrated talk about some of Newcastle’s iconic shops, past and 
present, including Fenwicks, Bainbridges and Callers, and some of the most interesting stalls 
in the Grainger Market including the oldest existing Marks and Spencer in the world. 

Local History Monday

Visit West Newcastle Picture History Collection at the West End Library to see 
their collection of 20,000 photographs of places and people of the west end.  

Open Mondays 10am – 4pm.
Email: wnphc@yahoo.co.uk  
www.westnewcastlepicturehistorycollection.wordpress.com  

PICTURE THIS!

Our work is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, Tyne and 
Wear Community Foundation, the People’s Postcode Lottery and 
Newcastle City Council as well as by donations from individuals.

Website: http://stjameschurchnewcastle.wordpress.com Email: stjamesbenwell@gmail.com

St James' Heritage & Environment Group

Condercum Road, NE4 9JH

Friday 12th October 2pm                          Friday 7th December 2pm
Join us in the West End Library to see how this area has been depicted by film-makers 
in recent decades, telling stories about local experiences of industrial decline, austerity 
and welfare cuts.    

TELLING TALES ABOUT TYNESIDE


