
St James’ Heritage & Environment Group

SUMMER 2018

All events and activities are free of charge unless otherwise stated

- West end places 
  and people

- Guided tours, talks, 
  exhibitions and films



Events at St James’ Church
Tuesday 15th May 2pm
Summer Event
Celebrating our local history and 
environment with an illustrated talk about 
the work of the Heritage & Environment 
Group during the past year, followed by 
activities, nature trail and quizzes, and a 
strawberry cream tea. Free to members: £2 
donation requested from non-members.

Thursday 29th May 2pm
Life and death in Benwell
Guided tour of the graveyard focusing on 
the women and children buried there. 

Tuesday 5th June 2pm
Expanding Horizons: Women and the First 
World War
Talk by Paul Wright about the impact of 
the War on women in the north east, given 
new opportunities to expand their horizons 
beyond traditional home and family roles. 
There will be an accompanying exhibition 

“Women and Leisure during the First World 
War”.  

Tuesday 12th June 2pm
Dead Famous
Guided tour of the graveyard, introducing 
some of the famous people buried there, 
including developer Richard Grainger, 
glass manufacturer John Sowerby, mining 

engineer John Buddle and millionaire 
businessman Walter Scott. 

Tuesday 3rd July 2pm
The Old Roads of Benwell
Illustrated talk by Olive Taylor about the 
West Road, Scotswood Road and the 
other old roads of Benwell, and their 
transformation from country lanes to busy 
highways.   

Tuesday 7th August 2pm
The Benwell Six
Join Alison Stancliffe to investigate the 
stories behind six of the gravestones in St 
James’ Graveyard. Examine graves, objects 
and maps that shed light on six very 
different lives, and see what they can tell 
us about the changing past of the west end.

Friday 14th and Saturday 15th 
September 10am – 4pm

The church will be open to visitors 
as part of Heritage Open Days, with 
special events:

Friday 10.30am: 
“Benwell and Scotwood in the early 
20th century” – illustrated talk by 
Mike Greatbatch (coffee and scones 
served at 10.30, talk starts at 11).

Saturday 11.00am: 
Guided tour of the historic 
Dobson-designed church.
Saturday 2.00pm: 

“Riverside Voices: War and Peace on 
the Tyne” – film showing.  

HERITAGE OPEN DAYS



at the junction of Benwell Lane, Atkinson Road,
Adelaide Terrace and Condercum Road, NE15 6RR

The church is open to visitors
Tuesdays between 12 noon to 2pm, and during special events
Thursdays between 9.30- 11.15am.
Other times by arrangement.

Thursday 17th May 10.30am – 4.00pm
What’s in a graveyard?

St James’ Graveyard will be open to 
visitors all day, as part of National 
Cemeteries Week.  Talk and tour in the 
church hall.   

10.30am:  “The history and significance of 
St James’ Graveyard” illustrated talk
1.00pm: Guided tour of the graveyard

St James’ Graveyard was opened in 1832 when Benwell was a rural area of green 
fields and grand houses. Over the next century the advent of industries such as 
Armstrong’s engineering works transformed it into a dense urban area.  The parish 
graveyard is the burial place for some of the richest and most powerful people 
on Tyneside as well as thousands of factory workers, pitmen, farmers, soldiers, 
inhabitants of the workhouse and others who lived here.     

View our exhibition
The exhibition currently on display at St James’ is “Benwell and Scotswood in the 
time of the First World War”

The graveyard is open to visitors 
Tuesdays between 11am – 4pm. 

Visit St James’ Church

GRAVEYARD OPEN DAY

Grave of the developer Richard Grainger at St James’

St James' Church



Events at West End Library

Monday 21st May 11am – 3pm 
The Good Old Days? 
Special event for Local History Month featuring a new slide show by West Newcastle Picture 
History Collection “Life in the West End” and a new film about the history of industry along 
the West Newcastle riverside “Riverside Voices: War and Peace on the Tyne”.

Monday 18th June 1pm 
“New Benwell” 
Illustrated talk by Mike Greatbatch about the development of “New Benwell” between 1900-
1930. During this period major changes in population and land use took place in the area 
north of Benwell Lane and Adelaide Terrace. 

Monday 16th July 1pm 
How the struggle for the vote changed the world 
2018 marks the centenary of women gaining the vote.  Illustrated talk by Rosie Serdiville 
about the struggles of local women to achieve this, and the profound effect this was to have 
on everyone during the 20th century.

Local History Monday

Visit West Newcastle Picture History Collection at the West End Library to 
see their collection of 20,000 photographs of places and people of the 
west end.  
Open Mondays 10am – 4pm.
Email: wnphc@yahoo.co.uk  
www.westnewcastlepicturehistorycollection.wordpress.com  

PICTURE THIS!

Friday 29th June 1pm   
Women and escapism, 1914-1918
The second of a series of talks by Paul Wright about the impact of the First World War on 
women in the north east.  This talk is about how women used their leisure time and wages to 
escape from the hardship of the home front and the backbreaking work in munitions factories.  
The accompanying exhibition “Women and Leisure during the First World War” will be on 
display in the library.     

special event  West End Library, Condercum Road

Our work is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, 
Tyne and Wear Community Foundation and Newcastle 
City Council as well as by donations from individuals.
Website: http://stjameschurchnewcastle.wordpress.com Email: stjamesbenwell@gmail.com

St James' Heritage & Environment Group

Condercum Road


