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Introduction to the Resource Pack
There is plenty of information and material available about the First World War and Britain’s
part in it.  This pack does not replicate that.

The information and images in this pack are specifically about the Benwell and Scotswood
area of West Newcastle.  The aim is to make the topic come alive for children by showing the
local relevance of the War.  The focus is on the local area – what it was like in the period
surrounding the War as well as on the impact of the War.

 Contemporary photographs and stories of people and families illustrate different aspects
of the local experience, and these are reproduced on individual cards to facilitate
handling.

 Specific locations are provided so that the material can be used as a basis for practical
work such as history walks.

 The resource packs can also be used for more general local history work because of the
broader perspective they take to contextualising the War in the economic and social
development of the area.

Contents of the Resource Pack

Four sets of colour-coded information sheets

Context: information about what was happening in this area during the early 20th century

Away at War: stories of local people (and a horse) on active service

Here at Home: stories and facts about people and places during the WW1 period 

Afterwards: what happened after the War

Location map
Map showing locations of some of the places mentioned in the Information Sheets

Postcards
Replicas of postcards sent to members of the Liddell family of Clara Street between 1914-18

Sources
The following sources were used in the production of the resource pack.  These are all based
in Newcastle and welcome visitors:
 West End Picture History Collection (based in West End Library)
 Newcastle City Library local studies (collection includes Illustrated Chronicle and

Evening Chronicle)
 Tyne and Wear Archives and Museums (Discovery Museum)
 North of England Institute of Mining and Mechanical Engineers

Thanks also to those families who gave permission to use material about their family history.
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This resource pack was produced St James’ Heritage & Environment Group as part of Bringing it back
home: what the First World War meant for Benwell and Scotswood, a project funded by the Heritage
Lottery Fund.  The material contained in the pack may be copied for teaching purposes.  Otherwise no
part of this pack may be reproduced or stored electronically without prior permission of the Heritage &
Environment Group.

We have other publications and resources available for use by local schools and organisations free of
charge, and can give advice and support with local heritage projects.  Contact us at
stjamesbenwell@gmail.com or check out our website: http://stjameschurchnewcastle.wordpress.com
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